
 

March’s Club Meeting Too Late!!! 
  

  From Doug Geddes Date: Tuesday, March 13th 
If you are reading this article then you missed out on 
our big trip. While you are reading this, we probabl



Ft. Lauderdale Trip In July Derby Party 
  

(For club members and invited guests only)  From Doug Geddes 
  

Date: Saturday, May 5th Trip Dates July 11-15  (Thur-Mon) 
 

Time: 3:30 until ......???.... Dive Ops Tropical Divers 
Location: Home of Mike & Sherry McCann    http://tropic-diver.com/index.html 

  3557 Gloucester Drive Accommodations    Ramada on Hollywood Beach 
 Westmoreland Estates    www.florida.com/hollywoodbeach 
 Lexington  

Trip Co sts 4 nights lodging taxes included 
3 days of 2 tank am dives 
Rate:  $306 per person 
Oceanview room- additional $15 per night 

 255-3937 
 

Party details to be published. 
  

 

A deposit of $50 per person is required and is being 
accepted at this time. 
 

Questions Doug Geddes – 224-3197 
   Email = diverboy51@ aol.com 
 

Deposits Kit Hudson – 873-4974 
   Email – kithuds @ igloo.com 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  

2002 Club Calendar 
 
 
 

Lake Cumberland Get-Away  

Mar. 1-10  Club Trip to Dominica 
Mar. 12, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting  

 By Doug Long Mar.  23,  Saturday Club’s Banquet 
Mar. 26, Tuesday EC Meeting  

Trip Dates Sept. 25-29  (Wed-Mon)  

Apr. 9, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting  

Accommodations      4-H camp at Lake Cumberland, KY. 
We occupy the councilors rooms in large bunkhouse 
cabins usually shared by two or three couples, one 
couple per councilor room.  Common bathroom per 
cabin with several showers, sinks, etc. Group dining in 
"mess hall."  Food prepared by trip participants. 

Apr. 30, Tuesday EC Meeting 
 

May 4, Saturday Club’s Derby Party 
May 14, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting 
May 28, Tuesday EC Meeting 
 

June 11, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting  

June 25, Tuesday EC Meeting Costs $6.00 per person per night for cabins. Share of 
meal expenses for meals eaten. 3-Day weekend will 
typically run $35.00 to $40.00 per person total!!   

 

July 11-15  Ft. Lauderdale Club Trip 
July 9, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting 

 July 30, Tuesday EC Meeting 
Note 35 people maximum - 2001 year participants 
have priority. 

 

 

Aug. 13, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting 
Aug. 17, Saturday Club’s Pig Roast 
Aug. 27, Tuesday EC Meeting 
 

Sep. 10, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting 
Sep. 24, Tuesday EC Meeting 
Sep.25-29  Lake Cumberland (D. Long) 
 

Oct. 8, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting 
Oct. 29, Tuesday EC Meeting 
 

Nov. 12, Tuesday Dive Club Meeting 
Nov. 26, Tuesday EC Meeting 
 

Dec. 14, Saturday Club Xmas Party 
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2003 Palau Liveaboard Trip February Club Mtg. Minutes 
  

 By Bob Shepard   From Mike McCann 
  

The meeting started about 7:30.  Kit gave the Treasurer’s 
report.  As of 1/29 we had an account balance of 
$11,845.98 in both the unreserved and reserved funds.   

 

Dates: Jan. 22 – Feb. 1, with an optional 
 extension to Yap, Feb. 1-5. 
  Liveaboard: The Big Blue Explorer We welcome all of the guests that attended our meeting.  

We hope you enjoyed the meeting and that you decide 
to become members of the club. 

 http://www.palauscuba.com 
 

The trip is full at this time.  However, we are 
accepting names for a standby list. 

 
Mark briefly discussed the July 11 – 15, 2002 Ft. 
Lauderdale dive trip.  A $50 deposit is required to 
reserve this trip.  Lodging is being reserved at the 
Ramada on Hollywood Beach. 

 
Questions: Mike McCann – 255-39376 
 michael_j_mccann @ email.msn.com 

  

Standby List: Kit Hudson – 873-4974 Mike McCann briefly discussed the 2003 trip to Palau.   
Mike also said the date for the Lake Cumberland trip has 
been changed.  The new date is on the club’s website. 

 kithuds @ iglou.com 
 

Refer to the club’s website for  additional 
details and links: 

 
Kathy Parks discussed all of the problems and things to 
consider when going through the airports and the 
customs checkpoints.  Kathy also told us about proposed 
changes to the Grand Caymans.  The government is 
proposing to put the commercial shipping and the cruise 
ships on the east end of island.  There are several dive 
sites in this area that would be destroyed.  Hopefully 
this won’t happen. 

 
http://www.bluegrassdiveclub.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Mark showed a dive video of Sea of Cortez.  Looked like 
a nice dive area. 
 

February EC Mtg. Minutes 
 

 By Bob Shepard 
Kit gave the Treasurer’s report.  There is $12,243.50 in 
both the reserved and unreserved funds. 
 

The 2002 Dominica trip.  Several people still need to sign 
their waivers.  Emergency phone numbers will be 
posted on the club’s website. 
 

The Ft. Lauderdale dive trip is scheduled for July 11 – 
15.  Space is available for anyone wishing to go on this 
trip.  Everyone who has signed up for the trip needs to 
get their $50 deposit to Kit as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2002 BGDC Officers & Staff 
 

Mike discussed the contracts and airfare to Palau.  Some 
members still haven’t pay their deposit for the trip.  

  
 There was a discussion about finding another meeting 

site for the club’s meetings.  Any recommendations 
would be welcome.   

Mark Kidd, President 266-2276 
Noel Hall, Vice President 224-3325 
Bob Shepard, Secretary 263-0165  

Mark said he will try to get snacks and soft drinks at the 
next meeting. 

Kit Hudson, Treasurer 873-4974 
Doug Geddes, Divemaster 224-3197  

We discussed the DEMA trip to Los Vegas in Oct.  
Several officers have signed up to go. 

Rick Stephan, Safety Office 223-3719 
Mike McCann, Webmaster 255-3937 
Kit Hudson, Undercurrents Editor 873-4974 
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Safety Corner 
        

 

Very often, on our dive trips, we “hope for the 
best” as far as getting our buoyancy figured out.  
Yet, establishing neutral buoyancy is probably the 
best thing we can do to ensure a safe and 
comfortable dive. We usually accept whatever 
weight belt the dive operation provides and try to 
get the checkout dive over as quick as possible to 
get to the good stuff, possibly neglecting any 
problems that the belt might give us in ditching or 
worse, during the dive.  From personal experience, 
during a night dive in current is not the best time to 
find out that the buckle on your buddy’s weight 
belt doesn’t hold.  Right, Carol???  The tips below 
are condensed from an article in Rodale’s, and give 
a good review of how to set up a weight belt so 
that it is comfortable, balanced, and most of all, 
safe. It may seem a little basic, but it provides a 
good review for all divers, even the “old salts”. 
 
One of my best tips is to consider bringing your 
own weight belt with you on the trip, for the 
following reasons.  First, you are familiar with it 
and the workings of the buckle and can make sure 
it’s in good condition.  Second, you can recognize 
it in the pile on the boat.  Most boats have identical 
belts and some have weights that are similar in size 
and appearance but different in weight.     I’ve seen 
divers have to stick weights in their BC pockets 
because someone else took their belt and jumped in 
before realizing the mistake.  Third, for those of us 
that have, shall we say, more mature figures, you 
can be assured that the belt will fit. 
 
Rick 
 
Step 1:  Determine the amount of weight you need.  If 
you can't remember and don't have it recorded, use these 
guidelines to get you started:  
�x�� Virtually everyone is buoyant in seawater, even in a 

Lycra skin: 2 to 4 lbs.  
�x�� A standard aluminum 80-cubic-foot cylinder is 

significantly buoyant at reserve levels: 4 to 6 lbs.  
�x�� Although the buoyancy of tropical-weight neoprene 

wetsuits varies, count on at least: 2 lbs. (shortie) 
and 4 lbs. (farmer john/jane).  

�x�� At the end of your first dive, perform the ultimate 
buoyancy check: Find the smallest amount of 

weight you need to stay neutral at 15 feet with no 
air in your BC and 500 psi. Then, write it down!  

 
Step 2:  For the best balance, each side of the weight 
belt should duplicate the other. A lopsided belt can be 
uncomfortable and unsteadying.  
Step 3: Choose a belt of proper length. Too much can 
interfere with other gear and too little makes it difficult 
to cinch and ditch.  
 
Step 4: Check the buckle. Hold the buckle in one hand, 
the belt in another, then pull hard. The buckle should 
not slip at all.  
 
Step 5: Determine optimum placement for weights.  To 
counter the tank's weight, most divers prefer to position 
weights forward of their hips (without interfering with 
the buckle's operation). Do not place any weights 
directly beneath your tank.  
  
Step 6: Thread the weights. Lay the belt flat on the 
deck.  Insert the belt through weight, and slide the 
weight toward the buckle, stopping at the position you 
want.  
 
Step 7: Add a weight-keeper or a twist. Before 
threading the belt through the weight's other slot, slide a 
weight-keeper clip (or make a twist in the belt) to the 
middle of the weight. Then finish threading the belt 
down through the weight's right slot.  

 
Step 8: Don your weight belt. Even with a light load of 
weights, it's best to hold the belt's two ends in front of 
you and step over the belt before hoisting it to your 
waist. Do not sling your weight belt on a crowded dive 
boat.  
                                                                              
Pro Tips 
�x�� Support it! When putting the belt around your 

waist, lean forward to support the belt and weights 
with your back.  

�x�� Cinch it! To cinch the belt, hold the free end in one 
hand and the open buckle in the other, inhale and 
pull in your stomach as much as possible, then 
cinch tight. The extra tightness on the surface will 
help keep your belt snug when water pressure 
compresses your wetsuit at depth.  

�x�� Practice it! It doesn't matter whether you use a 
right-hand or a left-hand release. It does matter that 
you practice ditching your belt and that your buddy 
knows how to operate it.  

�x�� Integrate it! An alternative to the boat's slimy web 
belts is a weight-integrated BC. Most work quite 
well with light loads.  

�x�� Pocket it! Another common alternative is a pocket 
weight belt. Easy to pack and take with you, the 
pockets accommodate most sizes of block weights 
found on dive boats. 
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