
 

October’s Club Meeting President’s Message 
  

September 28th is here and Scuba Fest is happening.  
Great support of the local and regional Dive communi-
ties as well as many club members has gone into making 
this event one of our most ambitious. 

Da



Palau Trip In 2003 On Palau…    
Seen Any Jellyfish?  

 From Mike McCann 
  

Dates   Jan 22 – Feb. 6, 2003 The following is an excerpt taken from a Peter 
Hughes newsletter….”Concerning Palau”.  

Accommodations 1 week on Big Blue Ex-
plorer liveaboard, 5-days in Yap. 

 

1. Are there any Jellyfish left in Jellyfish 
Lake?  

Note The trip is full at the present time, 
but there is always a chance there will be va-
cancies that will open up.  A stand-by list is 
available for sign up. 

2. What is the condition of Palau Corals since 
the El Nino warming in 1999? 

 

As many folks know, Jellyfish Lake is an extraordinary 
snorkel spot in Palau that features thousands of non 
stinging jellyfish.  Two species inhabit the brackish 
lake, and these jellies have had no direct access to the 
sea for centuries.  Plus, the bottom of the lake (below 50 
feet) contains high amounts of hydrogen sulfide that 
does NOT make for a pleasant environment for most 
marine life.  So the lake, even in normal times, is quite 
sensitive to any environmental change. 

 
Questions Mike McCann, (859) 255-3937  
 Michael_J_McCann@msn.com 
 

 

 
And then along comes El Nino, which heated the water 
a good 8-10 degrees higher than usual. There was a sig-
nificant die-off in the population of jellyfish (90% of 
the 1.5 million estimated jellyfish), and for a couple of 
months there was a real scarcity of jellyfish.  As the lake 
cooled back to normal temperatures in 2000, several 
things happened.  The nutrients the lake produces natu-
rally increased without a large jelly population. The 
remaining jellies reproduced like crazy.  The young 
jellies ate the nutrients and reproduced some more!  
Today, there are 10 million jellyfish in the lake, about 
six times its average, and it is an incredible site to be-
hold!  Over the next five years, the population will re-
cede to previous levels, and there's anything BUT a 
shortage of jellyfish right now! 

 
 

St. Thomas Trip In 2003 
 

 From John Thomson 
 

Dates   April 5-12, 2003 
Accommodations Best Western Carib 

Beach Resort   
Cost Approx. $1,400.00   

As to the conditions of the corals, there is good news on 
this front as well.  Corals worldwide were damaged 
during El Nino, and parts of Palau suffered, as did areas 
of Fiji, New Guinea, and the entire South Pacific. Soft 
Corals are not usually affected, only hard corals. And 
Palau and New Guinea seem to be recovering faster 
than most areas.  Plus, certain sites are back to normal 
(and some say even better than ever) while others show 
some effects of coral bleaching.  But, in general, Palau 
has fared better than most, and probably due to the fact 
that industrial pollution is not a major factor in Palau.  
So divers traveling to Palau and New Guinea next year 
can expect to see all of the fabled diving they expect, 
with the occasional isolated remnant of bleached corals.  
Marine life is still incredibly diverse (some say the best 
in the world), and there's still plenty of action every day 
at Blue Corner! And, did someone say  

"Jellyfish"??? 

 
Note We have had five (5) people that 
have had to back out.  There are 5 air reserva-
tions available through the club. 
 
Questions John Thomson  
 Phone: (859) 223-2428   
 Email: jetlex@worldnet.att.net  
 
 

Thinking Ahead… 
 
Elections for 2002 club officers are just around 
the corner.   If you have an interest in serving 
your fellow club members by being a club of-
ficial, please contact Mark Kidd. 
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September Club Mtg. Minutes September EC Mtg. Minutes 
  

 By Bob Shepard  By Bob Shepard 
  

Kit gave the Treasurer’s report.  As of 9/1, we 
had an account balance of $57,232.47 in both 
the unreserved and reserved funds.   

On 9/24, the meeting started about 7:30. 
 
Kit gave the Treasurer’s report.  As of 9/24, 
we had an account balance of $60,832.87 in 
both the unreserved and reserved funds.   

 
We had 1 guest at the meeting, Brad Noel, 
whom we hope will become a new member.    
 The EC worked on the details for the Scuba 

Fest to be held on Sept. 28.  Mike showed us 
the new logo, which will be used on the shirts. 
The embroidery is very small on the left side 
of the shirt.   The price will be approx. $25. 

John Thomson talked about St. Thomas dive 
trip for next spring.  The dates are from April 
5 – 12, 2003.  About 50 people so far have 
signed up for the trip.  Accommodations will 
be at the Best Western Carib Beach Resort.  
Contact John if you want your name added to 
the list.  The cost for the room, diving, and air 
will be approx. $1,400.  All of the airline seats 
have been taken, so anyone wishing to go on 
this trip needs to setup their own airline res-
ervations. 

 
The Palau trip is progressing smoothly. 
 
The St. Thomas trip has had several cancella-
tions.  There are seats now available on the 
plane for anyone wishing to go with the 
group. 

  
The Palau trip is sold out; however, a waiting 
list has been setup for anyone who still wants 
to go.  There may be some cancellations.  Trip 
insurance, while recommended, be up to each 
individual to purchase.  Also a payment is 
due this month. 

We had a short discussion on setting up a dive 
to N.C. for the summer of 2003. 
 
We discussed what we want to accomplish 
while attending the DEMA conference.  
 

 

 

Several other trips for 2003 are being looked 
into.  Grand Cayman, North Carolina, and etc. 
were discussed 
 
Mark Kidd is asking for volunteers and par-
ticipation in the upcoming Scuba Fest to be 
held at 9/28. 

 

Looking Ahead… 
 Where To Go In 2004? 
There was a discussion on how to get younger 
members to join the club.  Less expensive trips 
and advertising in materials they read were 
some of the methods discussed. 

 
Yes, we’re entertaining ideas & suggestions 
for club trips in 2004.  Do you have that ideal 
destination for a club trip?  
 Mark showed us a tape of wreck diving in the 

Florida Keys. Anyone who would like to submit a sugges-
tion for consideration, please contact Doug 
(email = diverboy51@aol.com). 

 

 

We Want Input From You ! 
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Safety Corner 
        

 
 

 
Note:  Here is the final installment of the article about 
some changes in scuba rules. Read it over and see if you 
agree.  Remember, rules can change – but only you can 
be responsible for your own safety when diving. - Rick 
 
Do You Know Scuba's 10 New Rules? 
by John Francis  
 
6. Neutrally Buoyant Ascents 

New Rule  
Become neutrally buoyant before beginning your ascent 
and maintain neutral buoyancy throughout.  

Old Rule  
Dump all air so you are negative before beginning your 
ascent and fin upward against negative buoyancy.  

Reason for the Change  
The old rule was designed to prevent runaway ascents. 
But Navy studies revealed that the strain of finning hard 
while ascending sometimes causes divers to hold their 
breath. Also, it can lead to air trapping in the lungs. 
Both present embolism risks. The change also reflects 
greater confidence in modern BCs, particularly their 
dump valves.  

Exceptions to the Rule  
In an ascent from very shallow depths, say 30 feet or 
less, it's OK to fin up against slight negative buoyancy. 
The risk of losing control because of rapid buoyancy 
changes in your BC and exposure suit, and the low 
stress in finning such a short distance, makes this the 
better bet.  
 
7. No More Buddy Breathing 

New Rule  
In a no-air emergency, depend on a redundant system or 
your buddy's octopus, or make an independent emer-
gency ascent. Do not attempt to "buddy breathe" from a 
single regulator unless you and your buddy have prac-
ticed it.  

Old Rule  
Before octos, ponies and devices like the "Spare Air" 
were common, divers were taught to pass one regulator 
back and forth while making a slow ascent.  

Reason for the Change  
Safety. Experience showed that unless both buddies had 
practiced buddy breathing and were skilled at it, the 
attempt was likely to injure both divers, not just one.  
Typically, buddy breathing divers become so absorbed 
in passing the regulator that they neglect to control their 
buoyancy, and a too-rapid ascent with embolism could 
result. Or the diver who has passed the regulator holds 

his breath instead of exhaling slowly, also an embolism 
risk.  
 
If you are out of air and neither you nor your buddy has 
a backup system, your best move is to make an emer-
gency swimming ascent: swimming to the surface while 
keeping your throat open by slowly exhaling.  
 
8. The Buddy System 
Every training agency is emphatic on the need to always 
dive with a buddy. Yet solo diving has long been com-
mon, particularly among underwater photographers. 
Experience, and incomplete statistics, doesn’t indicate 
that solo diving is more dangerous than buddy diving, 
and some divers argue that solo diving is actually safer. 
 
9. The Snorkel  
Most of us were taught that a snorkel is mandatory gear 
on every dive, just like a pair of fins. But increasingly, 
divers are leaving the snorkel in the gear bag much of 
the time.  
 
Why? They've come to the conclusion that a snorkel, 
when attached to your mask, is more often a hazard than 
help. The long tube—dangling from its midpoint so the 
hook-like gizmos at the ends can wander around—is 
pretty effective at catching kelp, fishing line and camera 
straps. And, given the importance of your mask, your 
mask strap is about the worst place to mount it or any-
thing else.  
 
Many divers now save the snorkel for special occasions, 
like a long surface swim from their entry point to the 
dive site, and carry it in a pocket or strapped to their 
body.  
 
10. The Dive Computer 
The dive computer is probably the most important 
safety advance in the sport. Much more important than a 
snorkel, and arguably more important than an octopus, a 
dive computer may well be considered mandatory 
equipment before long.  SDI already incorporates dive 
computers into student training from the outset. 
 
"Virtually all divers now use dive computers to make 
diving safer and more enjoyable. Why not establish that 
practice from the beginning?" says CEO Bret Gilliam. 
"Dive tables have simply been supplanted by advances 
in technology."  
 

 


	October’s Club Meeting
	Dinner-Club Meeting Plans
	President’s Message
	2002 Club Calendar
	2002 BGDC Officers & Staff
	Embroidered Dive Club Shirts For Sale

